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Avristoteles Constantinides is an Associate Professor of International Law and Human Rights
at the University of Cyprus. He holds a PhD in International Law from Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. He was visiting scholar at the Universities of Amsterdam, Grenoble-Alpes,
Vienna, and McGill, and member of the ILA Committees on Non-State Actors and on
Recognition and Non-Recognition in International Law. Since 2014, he is one of the legal
advisors of the President of Cyprus in the talks for the settlement of the Cyprus problem. His
research interests and publications include the law of the United Nations, statehood and
recognition, the Cyprus problem and international human rights law. In 2017, he received the
teaching excellence award of the University of Cyprus.

Abstract

The lecture presents a historical and legal overview of the Cyprus problem. The first part
examines the (reluctant) establishment of the Republic of Cyprus in 1960, the establishment
of UNFICYP in 1964, the Turkish invasion of 1974, the proclamation (and non-recognition)
of the ‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’ in 1983, and the UN efforts for a negotiated
settlement on the basis of a bi-communal and bi-zonal federation with political equality. The
second part presents the major obstacles of such settlement, including the controversies over
political equality of the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities, the conformity of
the settlement with the EU acquis, the property issue, and the security framework.



